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Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Aleksander Kwasniewski of
Poland and an Exchange With Reporters
July 8, 1996

President Clinton. Let me begin by saying
I’m delighted to welcome President Kwasniewski
to Washington and to the Oval Office, and I
want to thank him for the hospitality that he
extended to the First Lady a few days ago.

The United States and Poland have estab-
lished a strong partnership. We’ve worked to-
gether in the Partnership For Peace. Our troops
are serving together in Bosnia. We are the num-
ber one foreign investor in Poland. And I am
very pleased with the state of our relations and
the aggressive leadership that the President is
giving to his nation.

We’re going to discuss a lot of issues that
are affecting our future relations and the future
of Poland, including the question of NATO en-
largement, which has been a disciplined, open
process since 1994 now, since the United States
initiated it. And I want to reiterate my convic-
tion that the process will continue and will bear
fruit in the way that we have done it. I think
that we are doing it in the right way, and that’s
the way I think we should continue to do it.

But I’m looking forward to our discussion.
I’ve wanted to meet him for some time, and
I got a great report on Poland from Hillary
the other night, so I’m looking forward to it.

NATO Expansion
Q. Mr. President, will you talk about the tim-

ing? As you say, this has been going on since
1994. Will you talk about the timing of NATO
expansion?

President Clinton. We will. Certainly we will.
We’ll talk about what is planned for the Decem-
ber ministerial and what will happen after that.

Q. Senator Dole has talked about 1998. Are
you willing to be as precise as that?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I’m glad
that he supports the expansion of NATO. And
secondly, I think it’s important for me as Presi-
dent to adhere in all my public comments to
the things that we’ve agreed among our NATO
allies to do. Keep in mind, this is a process
that has to proceed by consensus, and we have
to have the support of all the allies to do what
we wish to do. So, I will continue to say what

I have said all along. But you should make no
mistake about it, NATO will expand.

Former Governor Richard Lamm of Colorado
Q. President Clinton, it looks like here in

the United States, Governor Lamm is going—
former Governor Lamm is going to enter the
Presidential race. I wonder what your sense of
that is and whether you’re worried that it might
erode some of your support?

President Clinton. I just don’t know. I’ve
known him a long time. I like him. And I hope
if that happens—hope his wife will do what
she said she was going to do. [Laughter] Did
you see what she said?

Q. Which was what?
President Clinton. That she’d be for me if

she thought it would undermine our position
in the election. [Laughter] I like him very much,
and he’ll have to do whatever he wants to do.
And I hope we have a good, positive debate.

Q. Are you surprised that someone who is
supposed to be a friend of yours would enter
the election?

President Clinton. No.

Airplane Hijacking in Cuba
Q. A Cuban plane has just been hijacked to

the U.S. Navy base in Guantanamo Bay. What
is your reaction to that?

President Clinton. I understand the pas-
sengers have been returned, and the pilot
stayed. And as far as I know, there was no
further incident.

Q. Thank you.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Poland and NATO Expansion
Q. Mr. President, have you proposed any new

timetable for NATO expansion?
President Clinton. Let me, first of all, wel-

come President Kwasniewski to the White
House and to the Oval Office. And I want to
thank him for the warm hospitality extended
to my wife last week. She had a wonderful trip
to Poland and has given me a great report on
it.
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We are going to discuss NATO enlargement
and a number of other things. As to that, I
want to emphasize that the United States se-
cured the agreement of our allies in NATO to
expand NATO, and we did it under cir-
cumstances where we agreed that we would fol-
low a certain deliberate process. We will do
that. We will probably take some further steps
on that when the ministerial meets in Decem-
ber. I’m certain that more action will be taken
there. But the important thing is that NATO
is going to expand and we’re going to do it
in a deliberate fashion, in an open fashion, as
we have said all along.

The second thing I’d like to say is I’m very
pleased with our present level of cooperation.
I appreciate the service of Polish troops in Bos-
nia. I appreciate the participation of Poland in
the Partnership For Peace. And our economic
relations are growing stronger every day, and
I’m very pleased with the level of investment
of the United States in Poland. I hope we will
be able to continue that.

I’d like to ask the President to make a state-
ment, and then we’ll answer your questions.

President Kwasniewski. Well, you understand
Polish a little bit, for after so many years in
the United States you speak English early.

[At this point, President Kwasniewski continued
speaking in Polish, and a translation was not
provided.]

Q. Mr. President, when are you going to say
who and when will be admitted as new mem-
bers of NATO?

President Clinton. Well, that’s what we’re
going to discuss in December. But I know it
is something that is sometimes perhaps frus-
trating to you, but you have to realize, NATO
is a group that operates together. And a NATO
pledge is a solemn pledge; it’s a security pledge.
And one of the ways that we have secured
agreement from all of our allies with all the
various factors involved to expand NATO is that
we have worked with them together in a very
deliberate fashion.

So our next meeting is in December. I think
further steps will be taken in December. And
I think that is what I should say at this point,
consistent with my obligation to them.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dorothy Lamm, wife of Richard
Lamm. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative
July 8, 1996

Thank you very much. Joseph and Tina
Chery, your son must have been a remarkable
young man to inspire such devotion and vision,
and we thank you. We thank you for your work,
and we thank you for your courage and heart
in being here today. And we thank you, too,
ma’am. Thank you very much.

Mr. Vice President, Secretary Rubin, Attorney
General Reno, Under Secretary Kelly, thank you
all for your good work. Senator Robb, thank
you for being here today, sir, and for your lead-
ership.

I thank the police chiefs, the prosecutors, the
public officials from all across America who are
here today, who know better than anyone that
we will never be able to protect our children
from violence or take our streets back for them

and away from guns and drugs and gangs unless
we all work together, as Mr. Chery said.

In the State of the Union Address, I chal-
lenged our Nation to focus on this issue of youth
violence. It is a supreme irony that we are living
in an age of greater possibility for young people
to live out their dreams than at any point in
our history, but we are moving into the 21st
century with youth violence on the rise, with
too many of our children killing children, and
too many others raising themselves on the street,
and too many others simply vulnerable because
they’re going about their lives and they happen
to be in the wrong place at the wrong time
because we permitted those wrong places to de-
velop and we permit them to continue to exist.

I’ll never forget the young man I met in Long
Beach, California, who was in a junior high
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